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Certified Lay Minister Policy

Peninsula – Delaware Conference
Definition


Certified lay ministers are lay persons who are qualified by the local church, trained by a ministry team of instructors and certified by the District Committee on Ordained Ministry to enhance the quality of ministry to small membership churches, expand team ministry and utilize the gifts of laity. This is done under the supervision and support of a clergy person. 

The certified lay minister shall preach the Word, provide a care ministry to the congregation, assist in program leadership, and be a witness in the community for the growth, missional and connectional thrust of The United Methodist Church with the supervision and support of a clergy person.


All persons serving a local church beyond pulpit supply that are not ordained or licensed as local pastors must be enrolled in this program.  


The certified lay minister is a lay person and as such is not eligible for support by equitable compensation funds or pension which are provided for clergy members.  The local congregation is encouraged to provide appropriate compensation.

Certified lay ministers do not have sacramental authority and therefore cannot conduct baptisms, Holy Communion or weddings.  They may conduct funerals in the ministry setting to which assigned.  


Certified lay ministers lead a congregation in the work of ministry but are not considered clergy. They should not be addressed as “reverend” or assume the title “pastor;”  

However they may be referred to as Minister. Attire at the discretion of the Supervising Pastor.  

Steps toward Initial Certification

1. Receive recommendation by the pastor and SPRC of the local church where he/she holds membership by vote of the church council or charge conference.

a. The pastor prepares a letter of recommendation and signs an approval form for the District Committee on Ordained Ministry stating that the student is a member in good standing of the local church and highlighting the individual’s service and abilities for ministry.

b. The student meets with the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee with the pastor present to discuss certified lay ministry and the ministry call and seek a vote of support.  

c. Upon recommendation by the S/PPRC the charge conference or church council approves the student and sends a letter to the district superintendent stating their decision. Students should maintain a copy for the DCOM.
d. All training is to be completed within 6 months- 3 years.

2. The district superintendent arranges for the student to meet with the DCOM.  
The District Committee (DCOM Chair) signs the final approval for class.
The current pastor is the Supervising Pastor unless designated otherwise by the D.S.

Candidates are laity at the beginning of the process and laity at the end of the process.

Certification requires the following documentation:

1. Signed documentation confirming the completion of 4 Training Modules provided 
by the General Board of Discipleship. 

2. Criminal background check.

3. Attendance at Nurturing Wholeness in Community and Basic Sexual Ethics training.  
(To be completed within one year)
4. Appear before the DCOM for review, approval and certification.

5. Certified Lay Ministers are assigned to a Supervising Pastor, not to a church.  If church assignment occurs, the CLM must transfer to the local pastor tract and complete the candidacy process.  The word “Certified” in the lay minister title is not to be confused with the word “Certified” as it relates to Certified Candidate.

6. Names of students approved by DCOM as CLM’s are submitted to BOOM for record purposes, and to Nashville for listing in the Journal.
7. Annual meetings with DCOM
Recertification

1. Appear annually before the District Committee on Ordained Ministry for recertification with the following documentation:             
2. Written report of ministry review by church council or charge conference where assigned.  

3. Satisfactory completion of an approved continuing education event, to be determined in consultation with the supervising pastor and church where assigned.   

4. Recommendation of the district superintendent.

Transfer

A certified lay minister who moves may transfer certification within the PDC.

There should be proper notification between District Committees on Ordained Ministry, (DCOM) confirming current certification.  

Transfers out of the PDC are subject to the guidelines in the other conference.

Discontinuance

Upon discontinuance as a certified lay minister, the lay minister shall return his/her certificate to the district superintendent, who will note on the back of the certificate the reason for discontinuance and file it with the appropriate body.  A certified lay ministry may be discontinued upon:

1.  Written request of the certified lay minister to the District Committee on Ministry
2.  Recommendation by the district superintendent with review and approval by the DCOM; 
3. Recommendation of the Supervising Pastor

3.  By action of the District Committee on Ministry.  

1 The 2004 Book of Discipline, Para. 272.

2 The 2004 Book of Discipline, Para. 272.1.

3 The 2004 Book of Discipline, Para. 272.6.                                             











Revised 7/11
